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Present simple questions

Use
•	� We use present simple questions to ask about people’s lives and things they 

do every day, week, etc.

•	� We also use present simple questions to ask about how someone thinks or 
feels about something, or about facts.

- ‘Does it rain a lot in your country?’ 

- ‘Yes, it does.’

- ‘What do you think of this photo?’  

- ‘I love it!’

Form
•	� We form present simple yes / no questions with:

	 Do / Does + subject + verb?

yes / no questions

Do / Does subject verb

Do

I

you

we

they
play

computer games 
after school?

Does he / she / it

Tip

In present simple questions, we don’t 
add -s to the verb for he / she / it:

Does she like pizza?  (NOT  Does she 
likes pizza?)

- ‘Do you study after school every day?’

- ‘Yes, I do.’

- ‘Where do you study?’  

- ‘In my bedroom.’
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•	 We usually answer yes / no questions with a short answer.

Short answers

Positive (+) Negative (–)

Yes,

I

you

we

they

do.
No,

I

you

we

they

don’t.

he / she / it does. he / she / it doesn’t.

Tip

In short answers we don’t use the main verb:

‘Do you speak Japanese?’  ‘Yes, I do.’  (NOT  Yes, I speak.)

 

•	 We form present simple wh- questions with:

	 Question word + do / does + subject + verb?

Wh- questions

Question word do / does subject verb

Where do

I

you

we

they

live?

How does he / she / it get to school?

•	 We use different question words to ask about different types of information.

	 What (for things and activities)

- ‘What do you do after school?’  - ‘I watch TV or listen to music.’

	 Who (for people)

- ‘Who do you know in the class?’  - ‘Anna and Kate.’

	 When / What time (for times)

- ‘What time does the concert start?’  - ‘At 7 p.m.’

	 Where (for places)

- ‘Where does he live?’  - ‘In New York.’

	 How (for the way people do things)

- ‘How do you get to school?’  - ‘I walk.’

	 Why (for reasons)

- ‘Why do they like football?’  - ‘Because it’s exciting!’
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