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unit II 

I) Grammar o Second conditional

Second conditiono/ sentences describe "unreal" or imaginary situations. Use a post tense verb in the if 
clause (the condition). Use would in the main clause. Use were for the post tense ofbe in the condition.

If a stranger were talking loudly behind you in a movie theater, what would you do?

I'd change seats. I wouldn't ask the person to be quiet. 

If a stranger dropped litter in front of you, would you pick it up? 
Yes, I would. I'd probably throw it away. 

How would you feel if someone gave you a gift for no reason? 
If someone gave me a gift for no reason, I'd feel happy. 

A Complete the conversations with the second conditional. Then practice with

a partner. 

1 A If someone were playing (play) loud music on the subway, what ____ w_o_u _ld __ _ 
you do (do)? 

B _________ (ask) the person to turn it down. 

2 A What _________ you _______ (do) if a friend _________ (give) 
you a compliment? 

B ________ (thank) him. 

3 A lf someone __________________ (cut) in line in front of you, 
what you (say)? 

B I ________ (not/ say) anything. I ________ (wait) for my turn. 

4 A What__ __you (do) if an elderly man ________ _ 
(stand) on your bus? 

Bl __ ____ (offer) him my seat. 

B •it41ilfti•@f Ask and answer the questions in Part A. Answer with your 
own information. 

Im Speaking What would you do? 

A Complete this question: 

B 

"What would you do if ___ __ _ ?" 

CLASS ACTIVITY Talk to different classmates and ask your 

question. Take notes on their answers. 

A: What would you do if a friend gave you an unusual gift? 

B: I'd probably laugh. 

C: I wouldn't do that. I'd smile and say thank you. 

C @;mijfi,jijij Share what you found out. What were the most

polite answers? 

l:=t Keep talking! 
Go to page 130 for more practice. 

I can discuss how I would react to a situation. @ 35 
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36 

idn't realize that. 

Interactions Expectations 

A Have you ever made a mistake because you didn't know a custom? 

B O Listen to the conversation. What mistake did Ruben make? 
Then practice the conversation. 
Diana 
Ruben 

Diana 
Ruben 

Diana 
Ruben 

Diana 

Ruben 
Diana 

So, Ruben, how do you like it here? 
Oh, I love it. The people, the food - but can I ask 
you something? 
Sure, anything. 
Well, last night I was invited to a classmate's 
house for dinner. It was the first time. And 
I think I made a mistake. 
What happened? 
Dinner was at 7:30. As usual in my country, 
I arrived a little after 8:00. My friend seemed 
kind of surprised. 
Here it's the custom to arrive on time 
or no more than 10 minutes late. 
Really? I didn't realize that. 
Well, you'll know for next time. 

C O Read the expressions below. Complete each box with a similar expression from

the conversation. Then listen and check your answers. 

Expressing an expectation Acknowledging an expectation 

[ You're supposed to ... ) 1 Oh, I didn't know that. ) 

[ You're expected to ... ) i, Oh, really? I wasn't aware of that. ) 

D 1:@j;IAfjtj;jijj Talk about expectations. Use this information and take turns. 

the United States Japan 'Argentina 

Leave a tip of 15 to 20 percent in most Take off your shoes before you enter Begin to eat only after the host or 
restaurants. someone's home. hostess invites you to. 
China . Morocco Russia 

Greet the oldest person in a Bargain for lower prices on souvenirs Bring a small gift if you are invited to 
group first. in markets. someone's home. 

A: In the United States, it's the custom to leave a tip of 1 5 to 20 percent 
in most restaurants. 

B: Oh, really? I wasn't aware of that. 
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